Material and methods
Specimens from Albania were collected by hand and these from RN Macedonia using pitfall traps. Coloration is described from 80% alcohol preserved specimens. Male palps were examined and illustrated after they were dissected from the spiders' bodies. Photos were taken with a Lumix digital camera mounted on a Wild M5A stereomicroscope. Measurements of the legs were taken from the dorsal side. Total length of the body includes the chelicerae. All measurements used in the description are in millimeters.
Abbreviations used in the text and figure legends include: C = conductor; CO = copulatory opening; E = embolus; RBP = retrolateral basal process; RTA = retrolateral tibial apophysis; S = spermatheca.
The material is deposited in the collection of National Museum -Natural History Museum, Praha (NMP) (holotype, paratypes, Albania), National Museum of Natural History, Sofia (NMNHS) (male and female paratypes, Albania and all three paratypes from RN Macedonia), Museum für Naturkunde, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin (ZMB) (male and female paratypes, Albania) and Senckenberg Museum, Frankfurt am Main (SMF) (male and female paratypes, Albania), Naturhistorisches Museum Wien (NMW) (male and female paratypes, Albania). Etymology. The species is dedicated to the Czech arachnologist Antonín Kůrka, collector of type material from Albania. Diagnosis. The new species has somatic characters (notched trochanters, patellae with dorsal spines only) that correspond well to those of the genus Histopona, and belongs to torpida species group according to Deeleman-Reinhold (1983) and Bolzern et al. (2013) . Among species of this group, it bears close resemblance to H. vignai Brignoli, 1980 , but the male of Histopona kurkai sp. n. can be easily separated by the thinner conductor, narrowing apically and almost merging with the embolus (Figs 6, 14) , while in H. vignai, it is rounded and protruding above the embolus (Fig. 9) . A significant difference is the presence of a thumb-like process (RBP) retrolaterally-basally on the palpal tibia in H. kurkai sp. n. (14) (15) which is absent in Histopona vignai (Figs 9-10) . Also, the distal RTA in both species are different: in Histopona kurkai sp. n., the two sclerites of the distal RTA are rectangular and the base of the RTA does not protrude ventrally (Figs 6-7, 14-15), while in Histopona vignai, the inner sclerite has Description of Histopona kurkai sp. n. with new data for the genus from the Balkan Peninsula (Arachnida, Araneae: Agelenidae) a convex margin, being distinctly smaller than the outer, and the base of the whole distal RTA-complex protrudes significantly ventrally (Figs 9-10) . The female epigyne also resembles that of H. vignai (based on Brignoli's drawings) but has a greater distance between the copulatory duct coils (16) (17) (13) (14) (15) . Tibia with two retrolateral apophyses. RTA, consisting of two rectangular sclerites, the outer partially covering the inner, situated distallyretrolaterally on the tibia. Retrolaterally-basally, a further thumb-shaped projection (RBP) is present. Bulbus: Embolus very long and connected to the radix by a peculiar knot. Conductor, narrowing apically and almost merging with embolus. Female genitalia (a paratype) (Figs 11-12, 16-17) , 2p, 2r, 3v 3d, 3p, 3r, 3 v IV 2d, 1p, 1r 2d 1d, 2p, 24, 4v 3d, 3p, 3r, 3v 
